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 Main Highlights 
 
♦ The 2008/09 Final Food Crop Production Forecast amounts 10,772,679 

tonnes grain equivalent and requirement for 2009/10 amounts 10,569,845 
tonnes. These are just below the previous figures released in June as 
Preliminary forecasts viz. 10,921,536 tonnes and 10,578,196 tonnes 
respectively. 

 
♦ In terms of cereals and non-cereals, a deficit status of 79 (just below 80% 

previously predicted) implying a shortage amounting 1,348,445 (just above 
the previous forecast of 1,313,199 tonnes) and a surplus status of 139 ((just 
below the previous forecast of 141%) implying a surplus amounting 1,551,278 
(just below the previous forecast of 1,656,539 tonnes) are expected 
respectively. 

 
♦ In effect a net food situation involving the 2008/09 production is such that a 

self sufficiency ratio of 102% or a little surplus of 202,833 tonnes (just below 
the 103% or a little surplus of 343,340 tonnes previously indicated) is 
attainable. 

 
♦ An analysis of carry-over stocks (COS) shows that on the wake of 2009/101 

about 462,870 tonnes was available from three different sources viz. Private 
stocks (121,560 tonnes), Public stocks/SGR (109,876 tonnes) and Farm 
retention (231,435 tonnes).  Adding the COS to the 202,833 tonnes production 
surplus mentioned above the total food available, over and above national 
requirement for 2009/10 is 665,703 tonnes, which is 17% draw down from the 
preliminary estimate of 806,210 tonnes mainly attributed to ‘masika’ failure 
in bimodal areas. 

 
♦ As cautioned earlier vide preliminary forecast report, the forecast is sensitive 

to vuli performance.  Based on this Final forecast, the 2009 Vuli season 
contributed 15% only of total production (vs. normal 18% national 
perspective) or 26% only (vs. 32% bimodal area perspective), a draw-down 
impact of 379,717 tonnes (contrary to initial worries of a possible  draw-down 
impact of about 518,359 tonnes) has been witnessed. 

 
♦ At sub-national level SSR analysis warns of 11 deficit regions vs. 10 regions 

initially determined as definitely food deficit. Furthermore, though self 
sufficient or surplus, further warnings are focused to 4 additional regions 
bearing pockets of food shortage.  Down the ladder, a total of 57 districts are 
locally identified as threatened with vulnerability cf. 61 initially noted. 

 
 

1 i.e. 00.00 hours, 1/6/2009. 
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 The identified vulnerable areas will need to be subjected to an in-depth 
vulnerability assessment FSITT

2 to establish through wealth ranking 
methods, vulnerable population, extent of vulnerability, food and non-food 
need, necessity of intervention, time and type of intervention. 

 
 One of the desirable areas worth looking into is to examine vulnerability 
recurrence overtime in an attempt to forge ahead towards the national 
mission to eliminate hunger and famine in Tanzania through short term, 
medium term and long term initiatives. 

 
 Food without borders is increasingly becoming an issue of interest among 
nations sharing food flows in response to market forces amidst border 
restrictions among and between them. It is imperative that regional 
integration is not taken for granted.  It is an area that may be adversely or 
favorably exploited by member states in different blocks and this should be 
explored for the interest of Tanzania.  There is need to carry out this study 
now whilst food security profile is up in the agenda of regional integration 
initiatives. 

 
 

                                                

Blanket policy statements of non-exportation protectionism have not 
always shown a positive impact.  A serious study should be carried out in 
this area to find out what is taking place on the ground regarding food 
without borders as without market knowledge in both demand and supply 
sides a syndicate of food exporters will continue to either deny the country 
of Government revenue or cause depletion of national food basket through 
exit points that arise through ever increasing border porosity and operate 
off the record.  

 
2 FSIT is the Food Security Information Team which is comprised of Government 
Institutions, NGOs and International Organizations who make vulnerability 
assessment on food security anomalies. 



The Forecast 
 
During the months of December 2009-January, 2010 the National Food Security 
Division (Crop Monitoring and Early Warning) carried out a regular final food 
crop production forecast survey to ascertain food crop harvest status for 2008/09 
and the corresponding availability for 2009/10.  Interest was to determine the final 
stable status concluded through capturing the effect of influential crop production 
factors that ruled over the growth stages towards maturity (normally in bimodal 
areas) and thus overwrite the preliminary forecast released earlier in June, 2009. 
 
The exercise involved finalizing the 2008/09 retrieval of data and information from 
the Regional Agricultural Advisors (RAAs) and the District Agricultural and 
Livestock Development Officers (DALDOs) partly through routine crop 
monitoring and early warning tools and partly through actual fielding of MAFC 
teams of experts to eye-witness crop performance in bimodal areas in respect of 
masika crop for 2008/09 as well as vuli crop for 2009/10.  While the former was to 
establish crop production forecast for 2008/09 crop, the latter intended to rule out 
or in the vuli contribution to 2009/10 food availability.  Comprehensive analyses 
covering different retrievals were undertaken and results are presented in this 
report.  The results concentrate on national and regional level food status with brief 
district level highlights of vulnerable areas. 
 
From the analysis, it has been found that 10,772,679 tonnes of food crops will be 
available from farm production comprised of 5,218,626 tonnes of cereals3 and 
5,554,053 tonnes of non-cereals4 (Table 1, Figure 1, Appendix 1 and Appendix 2) 
and will meet national food requirement amounting 10,569,845 tonnes of food by 
102 percent implying a 202,833 tonnes food surplus (Table 1, Appendix 2). 
  

Figure 1 

Tanzania Final Food Crop Production Forecast for 2008/09 
(With Cropwise Proportional Contribution)
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3 The cereal crops covered under CMEWS include maize, sorghum, millets, rice and wheat. 

 4
4 The non-cereals include pulses, cassava, banana and potatoes 



Table 1: The 2009/10 National Food gap/surplus Analysis 
based on the 2008/09 Final Food Crop Production Forecast 

(Tonnes) - Grain Equivalent 

Cereals Maize 
Sorghum & 

millets Rice Wheat Cereals 
Production 3,326,200 929,683 867,619 95,124 5,218,626
Requirement 4,115,581 1,535,082 712,390 204,018 6,567,071
Gap(-)/Surplus(+) -789,381 -605,399 155,229 -108,894 -1,348,445
            
Non-cereals Pulses Bananas Cassava Potatoes Non-cereals
Production 1,116,312 1,073,149 1,972,148 1,392,443 5,554,053
Requirement 657,926 733,176 1,830,567 781,106 4,002,774
Gap(-)/Surplus(+) 458,386 339,973 141,582 611,337 1,551,278
            

TOTAL Cereals Non-cereals     TOTAL 
Production 5,218,626 5,554,053     10,772,679
Requirement 6,567,071 4,002,774     10,569,845
Gap(-)/Surplus(+) -1,348,445 1,551,278    202,833

 
An analysis of  Carryover stocks (COS) shows that, on the eve of new marketing 
year a total of 462,870 tonnes food stock was carried over into 2009/10 marketing 
year of which 109,876 tonnes was held in NFRA premises while 121,560 tonnes 
was held by private stockists and 231,435 tonnes was estimated as farm retention 
(Figure 2).  Added to the 202,833 tonnes food surplus arrived at as above, the total 
food available, over and above national requirement is 665,703 tonnes, which is 
17% draw down from the preliminary estimate of 806,210 tonnes mainly attributed 
to masika failure in bimodal areas. 
 

Figure 2: Carry-Over Stocks Analysis 31st May, 2009 (Tonnes) 
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An analysis of food production time series shows that total food is marginally 
above trend value of 10.66 million tonnes mainly due to non-cereals which 
together are 5% higher than the corresponding trend value of 5.31 million tonnes.  
Cereals are 2% lower than the trend value of 5.35 million tonnes.  While most 
cereals lie below corresponding trend values by 2-8%, most non-cereals lie above 
by 1-12%.  Trend values for different crops are as per Appendix 7. 
 
At sub-national level, the 2008/09 production is expected to meet food requirement 
for 2009/10 marketing year in 10 regions namely Rukwa, Iringa, Ruvuma, Mbeya, 
Kigoma, Kagera, Mtwara, Tabora, Lindi and Morogoro where SSRs range from 
102 to 167%.  The rest 11 regions namely, Dar es Salaam, Arusha, Dodoma, 
Kilimanjaro, Manyara, Mara, Shinyanga, Coast, Singida, Mwanza and Tanga are 
deficit in the order of decreasing SSRs from 11% to 98%. 
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Figure 3: Tanzania Food Supply Analysis and Self Sufficiency Ratio for 2009/10 
(Based on the 2008/09 Final Food Crop Production Forecasts) 

 
 
In the context of food security, these deficit regions are the areas of focus for 
which early warnings are signaled out for immediate action against detrimental 
aftermath of food shortage.  Besides these 11 regions where definite food shortage 
status is indicated, vulnerability, which is also perceived at varying severity levels, 
is also rampant and extends to 4 more regions viz. Morogoro, Lindi, Mtwara, 
Mbeya and Iringa among the self-sufficient and surplus generators. 
 
Vulnerability 
 
From the above, it is notable that except for Dar es Salaam, which is largely non-
agricultural, and Singida which is exceptionally out of vulnerable areas this year, 
the definitely deficit regions (9 therefore) bear 44 districts with notable level 
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vulnerability.  Furthermore, though self sufficient or surplus, further warnings are 
focused to 5 additional regions bearing pockets of food shortage in 13 additional 
districts. 
 
Recommendations 
 

♦ From above, signal is sent out on a total of 57 districts in 14 regions where 
vulnerable areas exist.  These areas will need to be zoomed-in to determine 
whether necessity exists for Government intervention. 

 
♦ Furthermore, in view of the heightening global climate change affecting 

various parts of the world including Tanzania, whereby agriculture and 
specifically crop production based food security is increasingly being 
negatively impacted the initiated climate change study5 should be finalized 
in an attempt to identify definite effects and adaptation strategies that aim at 
maintaining stability in agriculture and food security. 

 
♦ Regional integration among East Africa, SADC, Great Lakes provide 

opportunity for favorable exploitation by member nations and this should be 
explored for the interest of Tanzania.  Blanket policy statements of non-
exportation protectionism have not always shown a positive impact.  It is 
approximated that between 90 and 100 tonnes of grains are moving across 
porous borders into neighboring northern countries per night. A syndicate of 
food exporters seems to deny the country of either Government revenue or 
physical food through unofficial exit points (arising through ever increasing 
border porosity).  There is a demand driven need for a serious study in this 
area to find out what is taking place on the ground regarding food without 
borders and recommend plausible policy actions. 

 
♦ One of the desirable areas worth looking into is to examine vulnerability 

recurrence overtime in an attempt to forge ahead towards the national 
mission to eliminate hunger and famine in Tanzania through short term, 
medium term and long term initiatives. 

♦ Food without borders is increasingly becoming an issue of interest among 
nations sharing food flows in response to market forces amidst border 
restrictions among and between them. It is imperative that regional 
integration is not taken for granted.  It is an area that may be adversely or 
favorably exploited by member states in different blocks and this should be 
explored for the interest of Tanzania.  There is need to carry out this study 

 
5 The study, “Study on Strategies for Addressing Negative Effects of Climate Change in Food 
Insecure Areas of Tanzania”, a Joint Venture between MAFSC and IRA-UDSM focusing at 7 
main Agro-ecological zones of Tanzania is currently in its final stages. 
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now whilst food security profile is up in the agenda of regional integration 
initiatives. 
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Tanzania Food Supply Analysis and Self Sufficiency Ratio for 2009/10 
(Based on the 2008/09 Final Food Crop Production Forecasts) 

In summary: 
 
Based on 2008/09 Final Food Crop Production Forecast Survey, 
Tanzania, during 2009/10, will be marginally self sufficient.  
Specifically, there is evidence to indicate that: 11 regions will be 
definitely deficit, 3 regions will be definitely self-sufficient and 7 
regions will be definitely surplus. Here and there, pockets of 
vulnerable areas are signaled in 57 districts in 14 regions. 
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