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Tanzania has enjoyed a cordial trade relationship with Malawi in various agricultural
produces. The regional and international trade is guided by the guidelines given by the
Intra-African Phytosanitary Council (IAPSC) and International Plant Protection
Convention (IPPC), of which both countries have ratified. The two guidelines require that
National Plant Protection Organizations (NPPO) regulate the importation and exportation
of agricultural produce, particularly with respect to phytosanitary integrity of consignments
of plants and plant products.

Tanzania Plant Health and Pesticides Authority (TPHPA) is the national plant protection
organization of the United Republic of Tanzania. Mandated by Plant Health Act No. 4 of
2020 (Cap. 133) and tooled with Plant Health Regulations of 2023 (with amendments of
2024), the Authority is responsible for preventing the introduction, establishment and
spread of quarantine and regulated quarantine pests to Tanzania.

To open and safeguard foreign markets of Tanzanian agricultural produce, the Authority
is also charged with ensuring that phytosanitary integrity of plants and plant products do
not contravene plant health regulations of the importing countries.

The Government of the United Republic of Tanzania has recognized the increasing bans
of exportation of its agricultural produce to Malawi, despite making considerable efforts to
ensure that the phytosanitary integrity of its produce meet the required importation
requirements of Malawi. These blanket bans have seriously breached the eight
fundamental principles of IPPC as stipulated under International Sanitary and
Phytosanitary Measures 1 (ISPM 1): Sovereignty, Necessity, Managed risk, Minimal
impact, Transparency, Non-discrimination and Technical justification.

Given the reigning circumstances, Tanzania has embarked on revising the Pest Risk
Analyses (PRA) on all agricultural products to be imported from Malawi. This, therefore,
necessitates to stop all importations of plants, plant products and agricultural produces
until when Tanzania is confident that there is no such phytosanitary risk from agricultural
produce from Malawi to Tanzania.

It is in this regard therefore, Tanzania is hereby imposing a ban for agricultural produces
from Malawi, including those on transit to Malawi via Tanzania, effective from 241 April
2025 till further notice.
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